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increasing their analysis skills. In Spring 2006, these adjunct faculty taught the revised curriculum
in pilot sections. Students in the two pilot sections and in two control group sections completed pre
and post surveys. The COM faculty determined that the results of the pre and post surveys indicate
students increased their understanding of the value and necessity of using a decision making tool.
The faculty agree that the results of the pre and post surveys indicate students increased their
understanding of the value and necessity of using a decision making tool and this contributed to
helping these students increase and use this aspect of their critical thinking skills.

6) “Foreign Language pre- and post tests,” Faculty Chair — Vernon Smith

During the last HLC accreditation visit, the use of pre and post testing in Foreign Languages was
cited as a best practice. This RioLog updated and expanded this assessment process. Specifically it
created valid, copyright free, pre-post tests for all language courses across all delivery modalities:
Dual, RioLearn, and In-person.

These pre-post tests are available electronically (via the internet) to all students with information
provided to their instructors to indicate that students have completed the tests. Direct learning
measures have been collected to be analyzed in the aggregate (program level) down to the
individual section level. Storage of data is being organized as part of the Institutional Research
Data Base that will in turn be utilized for analysis to improve learning and as a specific measure on
a Balanced Scorecard for Foreign Languages. The next steps will be the evaluation of these
measures as part of a cycle of relentless improvement.

7) “Library Services for Adjunct Faculty: A CD Guide,” Faculty: Hazel Davis, Faculty Janelle
Underhill and 10 adjunct faculty members representing a variety of disciplines, teaching
modalities, and levels of familiarity with Rio’s library resources. Information Literacy is the set of
skills needed to find, retrieve, analyze, and use information. The purpose of this RioLog grant
project was to increase information literacy skills across the ranks of adjunct faculty and students.
An interactive CD was produced to serve as a guide to Rio’s library services and an information
literacy skills development tool. After the CD was developed in draft form, a focus group of
adjunct faculty was held to assess the product and gain feedback regarding improvements and
specific information that participants would expect to find in the product. As a direct result of this
feedback, the CD framework was considerably redesigned in order to make the navigation more
intuitive and the content more accessible. The CD is newly-completed and distribution to students
and adjunct faculty will begin shortly. An assessment measure in LBS 101will require students to
view the CD and answer questions to assess the usefulness of the information provided and the
skills learned. It will also be distributed as required material in ENG 101, by request to registered
students at the library’s website, and to adjunct faculty at the spring All-Faculty Learning
experience.




